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MR. LAWSON: Thank you.
MR. SKIPPER: Thank you.
MR. LAWSON: Joseph Carruthers. Following

Mr. Carruthers, Corbin Harvey and Lois Whitney.

PUBLIC STATEMENT OF JOSEPH CARRUTHERS

MR. CARRUTHERS: My name is Joseph
Carruthers. I'm a resident of Crescent Valley. My name
is spelled C-a-r-r-u-t-h-e-r-s.

I'm a very concerned citizen, and took it
upon myself to get a committee started so we could address
these issues that are affecting our way of life. Many of
us who live out here have come here for specific reasons,
and that is to get away from the urban sprawl and problems
that come with that. We feel that we are being infringed
upon with this process that's going on now with Yucca
Mountain. And I have some questions -- some comments to
make in regards to inadequacies in the EIS.

- Number one, on 6-62, it mentions that there's
only one spring. Well, I found that not to be true.
Looking on any of the maps that we have here, and there is
an additional one that is below this, just so that it is
on record for the water and maybe not just a spring but

because wherever water comes from the ground there is one

flowing well, there is six additional springs, there is
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six borderline springs. And I'd also like to mention of
this 1f there ever was a problem, the old pluvial lakes
that existed out here, a lot of them drained into Crescent
Valley. Grass Valley, and Carico Lake Valley have
drainages that come into here.

All this water flows from there to here. So
if anything in between here and there is happening, it is
unretrievable, there would be problems.

Also there are three creeks that run year

round that would be near this or through the proposed rail

v

route, Steiner, Skull, Callahan, and also I might add
fourth one, Indian Creek as well, which is just right up
over here.

That is one of my main concerns, as well as
our hot spring system that we have. Now, there are two
private residencies with thermal springs, and at the Hot
Springs Point, the spring is undeveloped, and a lot of
animal life in this valley go to there for watering and
for food, as well as, I might add, the Loudens, on their
developed spring, and I have seen this personally, many
types of migratory fowl and animals come through there as
well.

I did have a question I want to bring up, and
I know this isn't a comment period. We have been provided

with two different maps showing the differences on the
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exact rail route. There are some discrepancies in that.
I hope that can be worked out so we will know exactly
where that rail route would be.

One was on the gquestion of the Cortez mine be
given its own railroad underpass, and I know you addressed
this a little bit to me, gave me a little bit of an
answer, but I feel it has been addressed inadequately
because it does not tell in the EIS about the land use and
ownership, and it does not address the existence of Placer
Dome, the mine right down here, which would be
tremendously affected if anyone looks at the map here. It
goes right through their operation, and they do go across
the whole valley. They do have an operating mine that is
the big mine where the big deposit is on this side, the
west side, and then there is Cortez on this side over
here.

RAlso because of that, there is a haul road
that is used every day, and we do not find in the EIS any
recognition whatsoever what would be done to help the mine
so they could continue their operations. So we find that
inaccurate as well.

Once again, on mining claims, will they be
divided and accessed, be restricted, and what type of
compensation? I could not find this in there, as well as

inadequate. It does not address the existence of such
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claims with adjacent access rights.

Also I want to get into this also again on

the water. Water to our county and to our state is very
important to us. Water is life to us.

Back East -- and I have lived back East, and
I also lived near the Byron Power Plant in Illinois. I

have seen what industry and other things have done to our
rivers and our water in this country, and it is shameful,
and we are getting better, fortunately.

But I believe what is going on with the
nuclear power industry is absolutely wrong, and I think in
our hearts we all know it's wrong, and we should phase it
out. But anyway, back to this, the great grazing
allotments for our ranchers and their water rights and the
loss of their rangeland because of a rail route that would
go from here, proposed rail route going from here all the
way to Yucca Mountain would hurt a lot of our local
people. So we find this inadequate as well.

- Well, I guess all I have to really say 1is
that, you know, as a citizen of Nevada, and I know that

our governor and our senator and over 75 percent of the

people of our state are opposed to this. I ask you in a
kind way, please retract and don't do this to us. Thank
you.

MR. LAWSON: Thank you, sir.
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MR. SKIPPER: Thank you.
MR. LAWSON: Corbin Harney. And then Lois
Whitney. Miss Whitney i1s the last person I have on my

list at this point.

PUBLIC STATEMENT OF CORBIN HARNEY

MR. HARVEY: My name is Corbin Harney 1I'm a
Shoshone Indian from this world of ours we talk about.
Somehow the DOE, the Nuclear Energy Department, look to me
as a people, one of the people that don't care if we get
life at all. But they are saying beautiful things. They
are telling us it's not that dangerous. But at the same
time, they on the other hand, they say it's dangerous,
we're going to have to really take care of this.

Look what they are doing at the Nevada Test
Site for one. I'm from there. I have been there many
many years. They are dumping all this stuff, the nuclear
waste as they call it, low grade, don't harm you at all,
they—are dumping it in open pits, open trenches.

What does the wind do to that? Does it leave
it there? It seems to me like it picks it up and it
brings it wherever we're at.

A lot of my people on this .part of the
continent, the native people own the land here in this

part of the continent, that we all enjoy living here,
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making our living on this part of the continent, enjoying
our life. At one time we survived on this land with all
the food that was produced by the nature itself.

I think most of you people know our berries,
for one. It's already disappeared because of the
radiation.

The food that we use as a native people for
thousands of years, the food that we really enjoyed, the
medicine that was put here before you people ever came
into this part of the continent, there was medicine of all
kinds for different kinds of sickness. That was put here
by the nature. And today those things are gone because on
account of the radiation.

The DOE, the Nuclear Energy Department, never
came to us and asked us questions about those things.
Because they get money, they get paid. Them guys that was
here this morning, they get somebody else to do their
thing to give us a good report that we believe in them.

I think their bosses right now, when I do
talk to them people in Washington, D.C., they all say that
there is somewhere the truth is going to have to come out.
This is something that we got to learn, and today most of
ysu people in here, you are going to have grandchildren.
What kind of water are they going to be drinking? What

kind of food are we going to be eating? And today the
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