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Nuclear industry envisions expansion of 
Yucca project 

77,000-ton capacity seen as 'artificial limit' 

By STEVE TETREAULT STEPHENS WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON -- The nuclear power industry plans to lobby 
Congress this year to remove the cap on how much nuclear 
waste could be stored at Yucca Mountain, a trade association 
official said Thursday.

With all available space likely to be claimed by the time the 
proposed Nevada waste repository opens, a 77,000-ton 
capacity set by Congress in a 1982 law "eventually is going 
to stand in the way" of industry growth, said Steve Kraft, a 
senior director at the Nuclear Energy Institute.

Advertisement 
Kraft said the capacity is an "artificial limit" set 
through politics. The 1982 law requires the 
Department of Energy to report to Congress between 2007 
and 2010 on the need for additional capacity, or perhaps a 
second repository.

Kraft said the industry does not plan to suggest a new ceiling 
for Yucca Mountain storage but noted that DOE 
environmental studies have said the repository could hold 
105,000 tons of spent nuclear fuel. Some scientists believe 
the mountain could hold more depending on its design.

About 50,000 tons of spent fuel is stored at commercial 
reactor sites, and plants continue to generate 2,000 tons of 
waste each year, industry figures indicate. Another 12,000 
metric tons of government-generated waste also awaits 
disposal at Yucca Mountain.

"We know that nuclear energy is going to expand, so (the 
capacity limit) needs to be dealt with," Kraft said in a briefing 
on the institute's Yucca Mountain goals this year.

More about 
Yucca 

Mountain

Advertisement 

http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2006/Feb-24-Fri-2006/news/6053102.html (1 of 3) [2/25/2006 3:04:17 PM]

http://www.reviewjournal.com/index.html
http://www.reviewjournal.com/employment/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/auto/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/realestate/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/about/print/subscribe/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2006/Feb-24-Fri-2006/news/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2006/Feb-24-Fri-2006/sports/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2006/Feb-24-Fri-2006/business/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2006/Feb-24-Fri-2006/living/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/neon/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2006/Feb-24-Fri-2006/opinion/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/currentfash.cgi
http://www.lasvegasnewspapers.com/classifieds/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/membercenter/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/archive.cgi?Sun
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/archive.cgi?Mon
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/archive.cgi?Tue
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/archive.cgi?Wed
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/archive.cgi?Thu
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/archive.cgi?Fri
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/archive.cgi?Sat
http://www.reviewjournal.com/search/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/currentnws.cgi
http://www.reviewjournal.com/cgi-bin/current.cgi
http://www.reviewjournal.com/obituaries/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/legislature/2005
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/election
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/election
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/housing/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/housing/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/centennial
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/judgingjudges/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/yuccamtn/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/iraq/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/iraq/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/special/polls/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/entertainment/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/auto/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/books/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/hotels/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/celebrations/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/community/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/coupons/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/community/eforums/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/employment/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/dining/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/fun/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/health/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/home/
http://reviewjournal.lawinfo.com/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/money/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/obituaries/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/store/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/personals/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/realestate/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/recreation/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/relocation/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/shopping/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/technology/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/traffic/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/travel/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/weather/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/about/print/rjstaff.html
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/yuccamtn/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/yuccamtn/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/yuccamtn/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/yuccamtn/


reviewjournal.com -- News - Nuclear industry envisions expansion of Yucca project

 Weddings 

 Yellow Pages 

 About the site 

Contact the R-J 

• Subscribe 
• Report a delivery problem 
• Put the paper on hold 
• Advertise with us 
• Report a news tip/press 
release 
• Send a letter to the editor 
• Print the announcement 
forms 
• Jobs at the R-J 

The Nuclear Energy Institute staked out positions on 
probable Yucca Mountain issues in Congress this year as the 
Bush administration prepares to send lawmakers a bill 
expected in the next few weeks to jump-start the delayed 
nuclear waste program.

Paul Golan, the DOE's acting nuclear waste director, said 
earlier this month that the bill will address Yucca funding and 
will propose to formally claim 147,000 acres of public land 
surrounding the site.

Golan said other provisions were being considered, but he 
declined to disclose them.

Trade publications citing unnamed sources have reported 
that the bill might call for establishing federal sites where 
nuclear waste can be stored temporarily while Yucca 
Mountain work continues.

Kraft said moving nuclear waste away from power plants and 
onto some federal site, be it Yucca Mountain or elsewhere, "is 
our number one goal, our number one issue."

Among other legislation sought by the trade group:

• A rate freeze on payments by utilities into the nuclear 
waste fund that pays for the repository. Companies pay one 
mil ($.001) per kilowatt hour of electricity generated by 
nuclear plants. The fund contains about $20 billion.

• Accounting changes for the nuclear waste fund to let 
Congress appropriate more for repository construction. The 
industry has tried before but failed to persuade lawmakers to 
make the change, but it wants to try again.

• Repeal of a Nuclear Regulatory Commission "waste 
confidence" regulation that industry officials believe might 
complicate licensing for new power plants.

Kraft said the rule, which governs how the NRC weighs 
nuclear waste issues in reactor license applications and waste 
storage permits, has become outdated since Congress voted 
in 2002 to move forward on a Yucca Mountain repository.
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